
1963-1987 ChevyTruck Disc Brake Kit
5 or 6 Lug

This manual applies to all versions of this kit. 
This manual works for 2.5" drop or stock height



C10 Wheel Stud information: 

Question:  What were the wheel stud sizes and patterns used for C10 trucks? 

Answer:    The trucks from 1960 to 1970 have 6 studs and 1971 to 1987 have 5 studs. 

Question:  Did General Motors ever change the lug bolt pattern, number of studs and 

 the stud diameter? 

 Answer:    Yes, GM did change it one time. They changed it in 1971. 

Here is a table with the Chevy C10 and K10 truck lug bolt patterns to help understand and 
remember what pattern is on a specific truck. 

Truck 
year 

No. of 
studs 

Bolt circle 
diameter inches 

Bolt circle 
diameter 
mm 

Stud 
diameter 

1960 to 1970 6 5.5 139.7 7/16 inch 
1971 to 1987 5 5 127 1/2 inch 

NOTE: 
We offer both the 5 and 6 stud rotors for sale with our disc 
conversion kits in plain and cross drilled and slotted versions. 

How do I measure my truck’s lug pattern? 

Count the number of lug nuts on the hub and that gives you the first number. With a 5 lug 
bolts pattern choose any lug bolt and measure the distance between the back of one lug 
to the center of another that is directly across from it. Be sure that you skip one bolt when 
measuring. This gives you the second number. 



FAQs about disc brake conversions using factory disc spindles: 

Question: What is the first year of disc brake on a C10? 
Answer:    Disc brakes started in 1971.  

Question: What must I do to convert to disc brakes? 
Answer:    You must swap out the original drum spindle for a disc brake spindle. 

Question: What year truck spindle would I use and do my steering arms and tie rods 
connect? 
Answer:    If you are converting using a used spindle, there are some things you must 
consider. 

If using a used spindle, there are a several differences over the disc brake year spindles 
that relate to the mounting holes for the steering and suspension components. 
Consider the following if using a used donor spindle: 
Several suspension parts are different between 60-70 and 71-87 
They are: 
ball joints 71-87 are larger 
tie rod ends (and adjuster) 71-87 are larger 
center link 71-87 have larger tie rod holes.  
Be aware the idler arm size changed around 83. 
spindle, hub, bearings, etc. 

You can swap all of this from a 71-87 into your 60-70. 

If you don't want to swap ball joints and tie rod ends, you can get conversion 
knuckles. 

If you don't want to change your center link, you can get conversion adjusters that 
connect a 60-70 inner to a 71-87 outer. 

We offer new spindles with the correct size and holes for your truck by 
year. 
For these spindles, none of the attaching components need to be 
changed. 



Place the truck on jack stands 
1. Remove the front wheels
2. Place the floor jack under the lower control arm.
3. Drain the master cylinder (plan to replace it according to disc/drum vs disc/disc)
4. Place catch pan below the front wheels and disconnect the front flex hoses to the

wheel cylinders
5. Disconnect the sway bar from the end links.
6. Disconnect the upper shock absorber mounting bolts.
7. Disconnect the outer tie rods from the drum spindle, inspect or replace the outer tie rod

ends as necessary.
8. Remove the cotter pins from the castle nuts securing the upper and lower ball joints.
9. Loosen the castle nuts but do not remove them.
10. Raise the floor jack under the control arm to slightly compress the coil spring.
11. Use a ball joint separator tool to separate the ball joints from the spindle.
12. At this point the drum spindle should be loose and ready to be removed.
13. You can either choose to remove the drum from the spindle or remove it all at once.
14. Make sure the jack supports the lower control arm before proceeding.
15. Remove the castle nut from the upper and lower ball joints.
16. Slowly lower the floor jack to relieve coil spring tension.
17. Pay attention to the spring as the control arm is lowered.
18. Once the spindle clears the upper ball joint, remove the drum assembly and spindle.

Replace the ball joints 

1. Replace the upper and lower ball joints at this time.
2. The upper joints are riveted in and replacements use bolts to fasten it.
3. The lower ball joints are pressed in and will require using a ball joint press tool to replace

them.
4. It is critical to start the lower joints correctly and drive them in true to the control arms.
5. Once the ball joints are replaced, proceed to installing the spindle.

Installing the spindle 

1. Install the spindle with the steering arm in the same orientation as the drum spindle.
2. The steering arms should be pointed towards the front of the vehicle.
3. Mount the spindle and guide the spring back into position while raising the lower arms

with the jack.
4. Attach the castle nuts.
5. Swing the spindle in the complete range of motion to verify turning action.
6. Now tighten the castle nuts to their final torque and insert the cotter pins.
7. Next connect the outer tie rod ends, torque the nuts and install the cotter pins.
8. Mount the dust shield onto the spindle.
9. Connect the sway bar end links.

Mounting the rotor 

1. Prepare the rotor by cleaning it with brake cleaner and wiping it down.
2. Test fit the all four wheel bearings on the spindle shafts.
3. It may be necessary to dress the shaft with 180 grit sandpaper to ease the bearings onto

it.



4. Once the bearings are verified to fit onto the spindle, pack the bearings with hi temp
bearing grease.

5. Next insert the inner bearing into the rotor.
6. Now install the grease seals using a wooden block or blunt object.
7. Insert even more grease down inside the hub and bearing.
8. Place the brake rotors onto the spindle shafts.
9. Pack more grease into the rotor and Insert the outer wheel bearing.
10. Now install the spindle nut washers and castle nuts.
11. Torque the nuts to spec and insert the cotter pins.
12. Wipe off excessive grease.
13. Install the dust caps with a wooden block or blunt object.
14. Test spin the rotors.

Prepare the calipers and pads 

1. Put disc brake quiet on the back side of each brake pad and allow for drying time.
2. Insert the pads into the caliper.
3. Insert the caliper into the spindle mounting ears.
4. You may need to move the slide sleeves.
5. Put slide pin grease on the caliper slide bolts.
6. Install and torque down the mounting bolts.
7. Install the brake flex hose with a copper washer on each face of the banjo bolt flange.
8. Spin the rotor by hand.
9. Wipe down the rotors one final time and spray them with brake cleaner.

Finishing up 

1. Mount the wheels and fasten the nuts.
2. Turn the steering wheel lock to lock and verify all components travel freely as they should.
3. Raise the vehicle and remove the jack stands.
4. Torque down the lug nuts.
5. Grease the upper and lower ball joint and the tie rod ends.
6. This completes installation of the wheel kit, but you must also have installed the

correct brake proportioning valve and master cylinder as well.
7. Once the correct components are in place, add brake fluid and bleed the brakes in the

order of:
8. right rear, left rear, right front, left front.
9. Test the brake at slow speeds, re-bleed as needed, and test drive the vehicle again.
10. Gradually work up to higher speeds to test the brakes.
11. As a final measure, double check all bolts are tight and no fluid is leaking.



Attach backing plate to spindle using provided hardware. 

After greasing bearing insert to back of rotor. **Race will be pre installed. Do not install new race 
that comes in the kit. They are shipped with the bearing to secure them during shipment.  

Tap grease seal with rubber mallet or soft material like wood block. 

After greasing bearing insert to front of rotor. **Race will be pre installed. Do not install new race 
that comes in the kit. They are shipped with the bearing to secure them during shipment.  



Install Washer on top of bearing 

Install castle nut. Torque to    ft. lbs. 

Install cotter pin like shown. 

Tap dust cap onto rotor using rubber mallet or block of wood. Do not damage. 

Insert back pad with clip and insert into the piston. 



If front pad is loose or rattles you can tap the tab on the pad with a hammer. This will sinch the 
pad to the caliper and keep it in place. 

Ensure bleeder screw is in the up position. Install rotor with loaded pads and screw pins into 
spindle.  

Install banjo bolt with 2 washers shown here. 

Orient block like shown on caliper. 



Kit fully assembled. 
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