
TEST DRIVE CHECKLIST

Check VIN in 2 locations (make sure they match)

A/C runs (if equipped) 

Engine oil, transmission fluid, and coolant levels should be 
free of leaks and fluid should be clean and free of debris

Check hoses and belts for signs of rot or decay

Listen for engine knocking, ticking, or tapping

Smell the engine after it’s been running to ensure it 
doesn’t smell like burning oil

Check the glove compartment for the owners manual and 
service records

Check the body for any signs of chassis damage

Check windows, lights, and blinkers for functionality

Check shifting for all gears

Leave car idling and listen for unusual noises

Brake first at low speeds then gradually increase to check 
for functionality and noise
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